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OfTC  FOR  MARINE  TRANS-    u,a 
r/il^li3   PORT  WORKERS.  *  ^ 


Longshoremen,  Seamen,  Firemen,  Watertenders,  Cooks,  Stewards  and 
ALL  Workers  Employed  in  the  Marine  Transportation  Industry 

WHAT  ARE  WE  DOING  to  improve  the  conditions  we  work 
under — to  get  a  shorter  workday,  steadier  employment  for  a  larger 
number  of  workers  and  more  money  wages?  Are  WE  getting  the 
goods  for  OURSELVES?  If  not,  don't  you  think  it  time  to  learn  why' 

Let  us  take  stock  of  ourselves  and  see  if  we  cannot  find  a  better 
means  of  promoting  OUR  COMMON  interests  as  WORKERS  in  one 
of  the  most  important  industries  in  existence — the  transportation  to 
and  from  all  parts  of  the  world  of  cargoes  of  goods  and  materials 
necessary  to  human  existence.  Our  labor  assists  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  finest  products  of  all  countries — the  best  of  food,  cloth- 
ing, etc.;  yet  we  who  perform  this  great  work  are  poorly  paid,  work 
hard  when  we  get  the  chance  (employment  being  uncertain  and  be- 
coming more  so),  drag  out  miserable  lives  on  poor  food,  dress  in 
shabby  clothes,  and  are  sheltered  in  shacks  or  cheap  lodging  houses. 

We  have  tried  to  better  our  conditions,  but  they  seem  to  grow 
worse.  In  the  past  Ave — especially  longshoremen,  seamen  and  fire- 
men— have  fought  hard  in  our  SEPAE  \TE  unions  against  our  COM- 
BINED ORGANIZED  employers,  but  in  most  cases  unsuccessfully. 

WHAT  IS  WRONG? 

At  present  those  workers  in  the  Marine  Transportation  Industry 
who  are  "organized"  are  DIVIDED  into  SEPARATE  trade  unions, 
there  being  about  SIX  different  unions,  the  strongest  of  which  are 
the  Seamen's,  Longshoremen,  and  the  Marine  Firemen  and  Water 
Tenders;  the  other  unions  are  small  and  never  amounted  to  much. 

Although  all  members  of  these  unions  work  in  the  one  industry, 
yet  each  carries  on  its  business  independently  of  the  other,  that  is, 
each  is  a  SEPARATE  autonomous  body.  Each  union  is  an  exclusive 
organization,  taking  in  only  those  who  work  at  the  trade  which  the 
union  represents,  and  not  all  of  these,  due  to  rules  and  qualifications 
governing  membership,  such  as  standards  of  skill  or  competency  to 
perform  work  satisfactorily  to  the  employer,  this  standard  being  con- 
tinually raised,  which  benefits  the  boss  and  reacts  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  worker.  The  unions  can  close  their  books  at  any  time  and  for 
any  reason  and  refuse  to  take  in  workers  who  desire  to  join. 

RULED  FROM  THE  TOP 

These  unions  are  governed  from  the  top.  They  are  dominated 
by  internatioual  officers  elected  by  delegates  at  conventions,  which 
are  controlled  by  ''machines."  Local  unions  are  bossed  by  officials, 
elected  by  local  members. 

The  officers,  with  their  "machines."  seem  to  be  more  interested 
m  keeping  the  dues-paying  members  frpm  getting  what  they  want 
than  in  doing  what  they  are  paid  by  the  members  to  do — that  is  carry- 
ing out  the  orders  of  the  union. 

These  officials  fix  up  compromises  and  put  them  over,  and  the 
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AMERICA. 


Philadelphia,  Mar.  29 , 1932. 
DRAFT  CONSTITUTION  OP  THijA^NALMIN^^^^^^ 

I.  The  name  of  the  Organization, 

i  n  >,o  ATfiTTfWAL  MINERS  UNION  OF 
The  na»e  of  this  f  f  ^-^.^.f  Sail  ^loSted'Tn  Pittshurgh.Pa. 

Its  national  headqaarte_s  uw 

II.  The  Principles  of  the  NMU. 

+rip<!  to  unite  and  to  organ- 
The  National  Miners  Union  of  America  *£e^°native  corn  and  the 
ize  all  the  workers  (the  «ite,a-   ^^  d  the  women,  the  employee 

of  the  evolutionary /^f^^ters,  to  abolish  ihe  capitalist 

^fCTaaSndn?eplaoe  it  hy  f^f^J  ^ca  considers  — If  alwayS  a, 
'   Therefore  the  Ha  zona  Uaxo^^f^  f      of  the  -«<£f  „£— ^ 
ar.  integral  pa.t  of  the    £   basl3.  ™e_i£dus|rv^e_j|_^   arr/ 

is  organized  on  the  in«»  workers  in  the  nu s     '„,,„.; 

f ights  for  ^e  xnterests  of  a  1  £  ^  exploited  ana  ^^f^! 
ing  industry,  particularly        tQ  narrow  craft  or  small     .^ 

28  ns°o Vafas  they  are  inconsis tent  w.    -^  ^ 


sections  ana  a."  ""w  *"  as  thev  are  inconsis^u,  -■-.--       i    ■ 

tional  interests,  so  far  m  ^ile  driving  constant.,  xo .^ 

of ,  the  entire  working ^bb.  1»  ^  Uvi   conditions  of  the  ^ 

iate  improvements  of  tne  *°*   J  Miners  union  of  America 

in  these  industries  the  ^tiona^  Btruggies  alone.        isvelop  Vn, 

limit  itself  ton  ecr?-r~~;  nnion  of  America  always  trie  d 

The  National  Miners  Jn ;n  «        under  imperialism  are 
economic  struggles  of  t^worke r  ^      government  ana  J*J  -g 

to  come  into  conflict  wi       character)  "J*°  ^f^J  passes  of  tne 
and  thus  become  oi  a  P^      America  tries  to  raise  --     erstanding 
The  National  Miners  Union  oi  f£  industry  to  a  ^Jf^;  working 

workers  in  the  mining  and  quarry  **  the  interests   -  the  wo 

*f  the  invincible  contradi.-on    ag  taught  by  Marx^;r  Len 
class  and  the  class  of  the  °°S|tru  le  of  the  working  c- ass  ^   ^   t. 
NMUA  supports  every  political  et  ^  capitalists  ana  ^  fj^ 
discrimination  of  the  ^er   j   and  discrimination  agai         -us 
fight  against  special  oppressi^^  ^  ^workers^or  tneir  work- 

colored  and  foreign  born  v         jailing  of  workers  -    assemble, 
tice,  against  mounct ions  aga     J  ^  workers  t;«    ^Burance,  - 
ing  class  activity,  _  for  th.ris     ?/rr^ers  unemployment  ine 
organise,  strike,  picket,  etc, 
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iAailroad  Workers! 


i^?a 


WHO   ARE  YOUR  FRIENDS? 


At  the  very  time  when  the  wages  and  working 
conditions  of  railroad  workers  are  being  shot  to 
pieces,  the  political  machines  are  doing  everything 
in  their  power  t<  catch  railroad  labor  votes.  Which 
one  of  these  paries  has  done  anything  to  deserve 
the  confidence,evCFai] road  workers?  Which  one  of 
them  has  a  program  which. will  pull  railroad  labor 
out  of  the  hole?  What  interests  support  these  var- 
ious-parties and  control  their  policies? 

The  mueh-boasted  Democratic  Party  receives  its 
main  support  and  is  controlled  by  such  labor-hat- 
ing anti-union  millionaires  as  John  J.  Raskob  of 
General  Motors,  which  has  put.  over  drastic  w&se 
cuts  every  year  since  1929;  by  E.  I.  du  Pont,  manu- 
facturer of  rayons,  chemicals  and  munitions,  who 
made  hundreds  of  millions,  in  the  last  war; 
Owen  D.  Young,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  General  Electric,  open  shop  corporation.  It 
is  supported  by  such  millionaire  bankers  and  spec- 
ulators in  railroad  securities  as  Barney  Baruch, 
director  of  the  B.  &  0.  These  leading  representa- 
tives of  the  powerful  trusts  of  our  country,  con- 
■T't^  to  the  Democratic  campaign  because  they 
mm<t  that  they  will  get  a  fat  return  on  their  in- 
'  tment. 

..-The  Republican  Party  gets  direct  financial  aid 
from  such  railroad  wage  cutters  as  the  Van  Swer- 
tngens,  who  control  25,000  miles  of  railroads,  and 
John  D.  Rockefeller  and  his  son,  with  their  huge 
New\ York  Central  holdings. 

The  Socialist  Party,  in  order  to  catch  votes,  has 
sold,  out  the  fighting  traditions  of  Eugene  Debs 
ind  is  for  this  reason  considered  so  helpful  to 
?ig  business.  It  gets  favorable  daily  write-ups  in 
;he  anti-labor  T&sll  Street  controlled  "New  York 
times".  And  :h  the  r-.futhern  Democratic  Negro- 
i&ti&g  anti  working  c  'visg  press,  Norman  Thomas 
jsts.jribfg  publicity  thpin  Hoover.  How  far  the  So- 
iaiists  have  drifted,  from  the  example  of  Debs 
an  best .  be  seen  from  Debs'  own  words :  "When 
receive  praise  froifo  the  capitalists,  it  will  be  only 
iecause  I  have  betrayed  the  workers." 

There  is  only  orle  Party  which  gets  neither 
iraise  nor  support  from  the  bankers  and  anti- 
inipn  open-shop  millionaires.  There  is  only  one 
>arfcy  which  is  hated  and  feared  by  the  trusts  to- 
lay  just  as  Debs  was  hated  and  feared  by  them  in 
be*  great  strike  struggles  of  railroad  labor.  Thai 
*arty  is  the  Communist  Party. 

William  Z.  Foster,  Communist  presidential  canr 
lidate.'-is  the  only  candidate  who  came  out  into 

t>pen  against  the  10  per  cent  cut  last  February 
,.iow  demands  its  return.  On  the  very  day  that 
he- capitalist  press  carried  the  announcement  of 
,  new  20  per  cent  cut  for  railroad  labor,  Foster,  in 
,  speech  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  warned  railroad 
corkers  that  "only  immediate  preparation  for  a 
trike  against  the  cut  would,  prevent  a  new  slash 


.'.■•■".'■';>'.      ; 


in  the  railroad  workers*  standard  of  living."  Ana 
he  called  on  the  workers  of  all  industries  to  sup- 
port the  railroad  men  in  fighting  the  proposed  cut. 

In  his  acceptance  speech,  Foster  said,  "The  Com- 
munist Party  repudiates  the  contention  of  the  cap- 
italists, the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  Socialist  Party  leaders, 
that  wages  must  come  down  in  the  crisis.  It  also 
condemns  the  theory  of  labor  misleaders  that 
workers  cannot  make  effective  resistance  against 
wage  cuts." 

'The  Communist  Program  of  Action  Against  the 
Wage  Cut 

Foster,  in  the  name  of  the  Communist  Party, 
proposes  an  immediate  and  practical  program  to 
stop  the  railroad  wage  cut. 

"In  the  first  place,"  Foster  said,  "it  is  neces- 
sary that  every  lodge  go  on  record  against  the 
cut. and  demand  the  old  1931  scale  beginning 
February  1,  1933. 

"Second,  in  every  lodge  there  should  be 
formed  a  rank  and  file  committee  to  fight 
against  the  wage  cut  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  old  agreement. 

"Third,  that  every  lodge  go  on  record  against 
submitting  the  question  of  the  wage  cut  to  the 
arbitration  board  under  the  Watson-Parker  law. 
"Fourth,  that  every  lodge  decide  that  only  the 
rank  and  file,  through  their  representatives,  can 
negotiate  directly  with  the  employers,  ANY  of 
the  disputed  questions — and  that  there  be  a  ref- 
erendum of  all  the  workers  before  an  agreement 
goes  into  effect. 

"And  last,  that  steps  be  taken  to  prepare  and 
unite  all  railroad  workers  to  strike  in  the  event 
that  the  employers  refuse  to  give  back  the  1922 
cut." 

Right  after  the  Watson-Parker  law  was  passed, 
the  _  Communist  Party  warned  railroad  workers 
against  the  wage-cutting  and  strike-breaking  char« 
acter  of  this  law.  In  his  pamphlet,  the  Watson- 
Parker  law,  Foster  said: 

"The  disastrous  effect  of  this  law  will  not  be 
fully  apparent  immediately.  With .  tho  railroad, 
industry  booming  and  labor  in  great  demand  t 
wage  increases  must  be  conceded,  but  these  in- 
creases are  only  a  fraction  of  what  might  be  won 
by  an  aggressive  policy.  ..." 

But  with  the  present  period  of  prosperity 
ended,  the  Watson-Parker  law  shows  itself  as 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  compulsory  arbi- 
tration law  through  which  the  workers  will  b$ 
compelled  to  accept  the  wage  cut.  It  is  also  an 
anti-strike  law.  Even  the  "New  York  Times'" 
wrote,  in  1927,  "A  strike  on  the  railroad  is  now- 
inconceivable."  The  Communist  Party  calls 
on  railroad  labor  to  refuse  arbitration^  because 
arbitration  means  another  cuts 
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In  drawing  up  this  report,  no  major  mention 
is  being  made  of  issues  which  have  righted 
themselves,  or  which  seem  to  be  no  longer 
of  importance,  or  which  reqiiire  no  further 
action.  They  are  merely  mentioned  in  pass- 
ing as  interesting  issues  and  for  guidance* 

Issues  which  are  still  pending  are  gone  in- 
to more  fully  and  resolutions  passed  on 
these  issues  are  reproduced  for  action  by 
the  Convention  and  for  guidance  in  drawing 
up  resolutions  more  up  to  date  and  which 
cover  the  subject  more  fully  and  for  draw 
Ing  up  resolutions  more  In  conformity  and 
keeping  with  the  ideas  of  the  Convention* 
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Trusting  that  this  report  will  meet 
the  approval  of  every  delegate  to  the 
Vention,  and  with  best  fraternal  greetings 
and  wishes  to  every  delegate  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  to  the  Convention,  I  am 


Fraternally  yours. 

Z ./  BS  BROWN ,  Secretary 
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EANS   TO 
ARITIME    INDUSTRY 


The  C.  I.  O.  has  organized  more  than  THREE 

MILLION  Workers  in  less  than  a  Year 

It's  the  Greatest  Force  in  the  Building  of  a 

Powerful  United  American  Labor 

Movement  Along  Democratic 

Industrial  Union  Lines 
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f  Why  An  Investigation 
of  the  United  States 
Maritime  Commission 

is  Necessary 


by  William  l.  Standard 

Attorney  for  thelNationai  Maritime  Union 
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C,  Torre3  deolines 

r  Meers  Aooepts  * 

(Garabedian  declines 

C  J.Lawrenson  deolines 

Pegalis  declines 

Irizzary  declines 

I  Atwell  accepts  * 


Perry  deolines 

'Kitson  declines 

"Hanloy  absent 

-Haskell  declines 

Stone  deolines 

Gavin  deolines 


Vote j  Meers  #38  -  120  votes j  Atwell  #121  -  101  votes. 


Eleotedi  Brother  Meers, 


Currans  The  agenda  for  today  is  as  follows i 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Ferdinand  Smith  at  8  p.m. 
S,  Pegalis,  Recording  Seoretary  Pro  Tern, 

Smith:  We  will  cpen  the  meeting  by  playing  the  National  Anthem. 


Nominations  for  Chairman 


Gavin 

declines 

P  Lawrenson 

deolines 

Hawkes 

declines 

Pegalis 

deolines 

Curran 

aooepts  * 

Cadet 

deolines 

Perry 

declines 

Lutz 

deolines 

Staok 

deolines 

Myers 

declines 

Turbin  deolines 

Wilson  deolines 

MoKenzie  deolines 

Keith  deolines 


M/S/Cs  To  eleot  Brother  Curran  by  aoolamation  (applause). 
Nominations  for  Recording  Seoretary 


1,  Call  to  order, 

2,  Eleotion  of  Chairman 

3,  Eleotion  of  Reoording  Seoretary 

4,  Reports  of  officers:   (a)  Financial  report 

(b)  Eleotion  of  Auditing  Committee, 

(o)  Report  by  MoKenzie  on  Coastwise  Negotiations 

(d)  Report  by  Judges  of  Elections 

(e)  Report  by  Joseph  Curran 

5,  New  Business 

6,  Adjournment, 

Brother:  Motion  to  accept  the  agenda  (seconded), 

MOTION  CARRIED  , 
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UNITY   CONVENTION 


July  7,  1941... Cleveland,  Ohio 
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Joseph  Curran,  National  Maritime  Union  president,  just  back 
from  Europe,  charged  that  over  400  merchant  vessels  are  already  in 
graveyard  anchorages  throughout  the  United  States. 

Six  soldiers,  he  said,  committed  suicide  and  12  other  vets  report- 
edly went  insane  while  stranded  with  their  outfits  on  the  bleak  staging 
beaches  of  France. 

Another  55  Victory-type  ships  which  could  transport  over  150,000 
men,  he  stated,  are  instead  assigned  to  commercial  trade. 

CURRAN'S  STORY 

Here  is  Curran's  shocking  story  as  told  in  his  own  words : 

The  American  people  unfortunately  do  not  yet  know  the  cruel 
crime  being  perpetrated  by  our  government  against  our  most  deserv- 
ing sons — the  servicemen  stranded  abroad  and  denied  speedy  trans- 
portation home. 

I  was  in  Paris  recently  as  a  member  of  the  CIO  delegation  to 
the  World  Federation  of  Trade  Unions.  I  spoke  with  hundreds  of 
American  soldiers  there.  The  bitter  anger  and  frustration  they  feel 
over  being  kept  abroad  has  to  be  seen  and  heard  directly  m  order  to 
grasp  the  enormity  of  the  crime  our  nation  is  committing. 

I  can  tell  you  the  situation  is  more  horrible  than  anything  already 
reported  Servicemen  from  Camp  Lucky  Strike,  Camp  Philip  Morns 
and  Camp  Herbert  Tareyton  told  me  of  six  suicides  m  one  week  in 
Camp  Lucky  Strike  alone,  and  of  12  soldiers  in  the  three  camps  who 
went  insane.  These  boys  had  cracked  under  the  strain  of  endless 
waiting,  delays  and  changed  orders  to  ship  them  home. 


lftY-Ui>S   «         V,BSEAS! 
ARESfRANDBO  OVEW 


#Afi©NM  MAtlTIMt,  UNION,  C!0 

■34*  W.-'17»h  S»»,  MewYoHt  1 1,  «.  V.,  CHeiseSs  3-8?70 


X-fiD  &SI5 


jOjq 


$50 


MARITIME  WORKERS 


AT  THE 


CROSSROADS 


5  Cents 


.  HS 


